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The Cuban Anolis fauna consists of about 60 species,
nearly all of which are endemic to the island (Powell et
al., 1996). Among these are about a dozen small spe-
cies that occur in grass and bush habitats and are
placed in four species groups: alutaceus, clivicola, cy-

anopleurus, and spectrum (Burnell and Hedges, 1990).
The spectrum group contains two species, A. spectrum
and A. vanidicus. The first species occurs in western
Cuba whereas the second species occurs as two iso-
lated subspecies: one in central Cuba (A. v. vanidicus)
and the other in eastern Cuba (A. v. rejectus). In this
paper, we reassess the taxonomic status of A. v. rejec-
tus and another Cuban species, A. mimus.

Garrido and Schwartz (1972) reviewed the taxo-
nomic history of A. spectrum and described A. vanidi-
cus and its two subspecies. The eastern subspecies A.
v. rejectus was described from a single female, col-
lected on the northern outskirts of Santiago de Cuba,
which had been reported as A. spectrum (Schwartz and
Ogren, 1956:98). The name rejectus was used in allu-
sion to the remark by Ruibal (1964:509) that ‘Schwartz
and Ogren (1956) record spectrum from Santiago de
Cuba. This is probably in error.‘ The locality is about
470 km from the known range of the nominate race,
and the single specimen of A. v. rejectus differs from A.
v. vanidicus in several aspects. Besides being near the
upper extreme in several scale counts, the one major
diagnostic difference noted was that its shoulder
count of dorsals and laterals (34) was much higher
than the corresponding count (15-26) in A. v. vanidicus
(N = 87). Additionally, A. v. rejectus was described as
being more brown than the olive-green or brownish-
green of A. v. vanidicus. If additional specimens had
been available at the time with the same differences, A.
v. rejectus would have been described as a separate
species.

When Garrido (1975, 1980) proposed the subgenus
Macroleptura to group all of the grass anoles, bush an-
oles, and twig anoles, he divided them into four
groups. A diagnostic character of the spectrum-
vanidicus complex was that the supraciliary scales are
in full contact with the supraorbital semicircles, a
character not found yet in any other Cuban taxa. He
assumed that A. v. rejectus also had this character but
was unable to examine the holotype (and only known
specimen at that time) located in the Charleston Mu-
seum (South Carolina). Recently we examined that
specimen and made comparisons with similar species
described since 1972.

The holotype of A. v. rejectus does not have the su-
perciliaries in full contact with the supraorbital semi-
circles, as does A. v. vanidicus and A. spectrum. Instead,
it possesses a very distinct row of small scales between
them - a characteristic of species in the cyanopleurus-
cupeyalensis complex. We suspected the lizard could be
the same form as Anolis mimus, the latter being known
from nearby in the same province (Cordillera de la
Gran Piedra), although at higher elevations. The name
Anolis mimus (Schwartz and Thomas, 1975; Powell et
al., 1996) replaced Anolis montanus Garrido (1975), pre-
occupied by the subspecies A. oculatus montanus from
Dominica.

Recently, Ansel Fong donated seven anoles to the
collection of the Museo Natural de Historia Natural de
Cuba (Havana). These specimens were collected at La
Gran Piedra (Ansel Fong, private collection, AFG 858-
859, 862, 970-971) and from Santiago de Cuba (AFG
575-576). Additionally, Fong and Nils Navarro (Hol-
guı́n) secured a series of specimens assigned to A. mi-
mus in the nearby Sierra de Boniato (uncataloged). Af-
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ter comparing topotypes of A.mimus with the two
specimens from Santiago de Cuba and the holotype of
A. v. rejectus, we found they all represent the same
species and that it differs from A. vanidicus. Because A.
v. rejectus was described prior to A. mimus, the former
name has priority. Therefore, the species should be
called,

ANOLIS REJECTUS, NEW STATUS

Anolis vanidicus rejectus Garrido and Schwartz, 1972:
517; type-locality, 2 mi. (3.2 km) N Santiago de Cuba,
Oriente Province (now province of Santiago de Cuba);
holotype, Charleston Museum 55.1.63.

Anolis cupeyalensis montanus Garrido, 1975:24; type-
locality, La Gran Piedra, Santiago de Cuba, Oriente
Province, Cuba; holotype, IZ 3917.

Anolis montanus Garrido, 1975:55.
Anolis mimus Schwartz and Thomas, 1975:93.
Description.—In addition to the original description

of the holotype (Garrido and Schwartz, 1972), the fol-
lowing should be added: length of snout to front of
orbit, 4.2 mm; dorsal scales (the distance between the
tip of the snout and the orbit placed on the back), 10
scales; gular scales (same distance), 13 scales; width of
snout at level of the eyes, 3.9 mm; width of snout in
front of the eyes, 2.6 mm; in alcohol, the body is cov-
ered with small black dots; dorsal scales imbricate and
keeled; 5-6 supraciliary scales; one row of scales sepa-
rating the supraciliaries from the supraorbital semi-
circles.

Comparisons.—This species falls within the cyano-
pleurus-cupeyalensis complex and therefore must be
compared with those taxa. Anolis cyanopleurus cyano-
pleurus is a slightly larger lizard confined to the east-
ern portion of Cuba in Guantánamo Province. It is
green (not brown as in A. rejectus) and has a well-
marked dorsal row of enlarged scales (absent in A.
rejectus). The subspecies of A. cyanopleurus from Maisi,
A. c. orientalis, is less green (although not completely
brown) but it also has the distinctive row of enlarged
middorsal scales. Anolis fugitivus is found in the east-
ern portion of Holguı́n Province and the northern por-
tion of Guantánamo Province. It is very distinctive in
life, having a greenish head, a narrow row of about 4-5
enlarged dorsal scales, a beige middorsal stripe, and
with a contrasting chocolate brown color on the sides.
Also, A. fugitivus has larger dorsal and ventral scales
than A. rejectus.

Anolis juangundlachi is from the province of Matan-
zas, more than 700 km to the east. It is a larger species,
with larger scales, a different body pattern, and blue
eyes rather than greenish eyes as in A. rejectus.

Anolis cupeyalensis requires the closest comparison.
Although its range covers the provinces of Holguı́n
and northwestern Guantánamo, its southern distribu-
tion has not yet been determined. It is a smaller lizard,
with females having a typical striped pattern (pale on
dark ground color) on the venter. Ventral scales are bi-
or tricarinated, and the dorsal, ventral, and gular
scales are larger than in A. rejectus.

Remarks.—It is not surprising that the single female
anole found by Schwartz on the outskirts of Santiago
de Cuba belongs to the same species that inhabits the
nearby Cordillera de la Gran Piedra and Sierra de Bo-

niato. Although the type-locality is at the low end of
the altitudinal range of A. rejectus (50-1214 m), all
known localities of the species fall within a circum-
scribed region of Santiago de Cuba Province
(Schwartz and Henderson, 1991, as localities for A.
mimus).

When Garrido and Schwartz (1972) described A.
vanidicus rejectus, they suggested that the form could
also be found in Sierra de Boniato, which proved cor-
rect. There also are several localities of this species in
the northern part of Santiago de Cuba Province, but a
hiatus remains between these northern populations of
A. rejectus and the southernmost localities of A. cupey-
alensis. It will be interesting to determine if these areas
are occupied by one or both species, or perhaps by an
undiscovered species of grass anole.
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