
THE PRESENCE OF THE SCARLET 

KI NGSNAKE, LAMPROPELTIS IRl

ANGULUM EL.APSOIDES HOLBROOK 
< REPT I L IA ,  SERPENTES, COLU
BR I DAE) , I N  THE FLOR I DA KEYS 

For the pas t 48 year s , the 
presence of Lampropelt i s  tr i angu
lum in the Flor ida kèys has rested 
up0n one spec imen ( UMMZ 6 77 4 1 1  
collected o n  · Key Wes t be for e  o r  
dur ing . 1929 . Ouellman and Schwa r t z  
( 1 9 58 : 30-4 )  cons i de r ed this  r ecord,
" doub tful" because , "desp i t e  
intens i ve col l ec t lng• in t h e  keys , 
no add i t iona l spec imens we r e  ava i l 
able .  I n  a 1110 r e  r ecent l is t i ng o f  
snakes . i n.hab i t-i ng the Flor i da keys , 
Pau lson ( 1 9 6 6 ) omitted t. tr iangu
lum completely . W lll iw ( 1 9 7 0 )  
examined the spee imen and included 
Key Wes t  on hil distr ibu tion map bu t 
li stéd· it as Oade r a ther than Monroe 
County , Conant (1975)  is the mos t 
r ecent authodty to i nc lude Key West  
in  the distr ibu .t ion o f the  spec i es . 

On the evening of 29 Nov-ber 
1976 , Br ian Sharp ·and I col lec ted an

adu l t  M le t,. t .  _ el apsoides (USNM 
20 4 2 3 8 )  2 1 . 3 kil NB of Key ta rgo on 
La rgo Key , Monroe Co . ,  Floc ida .  Th i s  
local i ty l ies w i th i n  a Black 
t ronwood . ( K r ugiodendron 
fer eum) · d0111 ina ted- tropical har dwood 
haminoek wi th a subs t r a te of 
eoral- l imes tone and sca ttered loose 
rock . 

Wi l l i ams ( l 9 7 0 )  i l lustra tes 
var i at i on in  vel\ l:ral eounts for L .  
tr- ian911l um in wh ich a ct ine Ti
dèmonstta ted a lonq the Atlan t i c  
coast . Ven t r a i  ccun.ts dec rease i n  a 
southwar_d - d i r ect ion f r om New Jer sey 
to Flor ida w i th a mean o f  1 7 0 . 7  
( N• 2 2 1  in sou th F.lor i da ma les . USNM 
20 4 23 8 from La r go Key exh i b i ts a 
very  low ventral count  ( 1 5 7 )  and 
Probably represel\ts the terminus of 
that cl in e ,  The· rela t i ve ly h igh 
number of ventrals  ( 1 7 6 )  on UMMZ 
67741 f r om  key We s t:  tends to r el a te 
i t  to Popu lat ions f a r the r nor th . 
Coluber . constr ictor (Au f f enberg , 

1 95 5 )  and StOrer i a  dekay i ( Pau lson , 
1 96 6 )  occ:ur i ng on thè Lowe r k eys 
have a lso been s hown to exh i b i t  
a f fi n i t ies C loser t o  nor thern pcpu
l a t ions than to the less-d istant  
southe rn ma in land . Paulson ( 1966 ) 
discu ased the pcss i ble s lgn i ficance 

- of - th l s  char ac ter d i splacemen t . . 
Although the Key Wes t  spec imen is

pilobably valid , i t Ls  doub t fu l
whe ther b. tr i angulwa s t i l l  occu r s
on the heav i ly deve loped L s land .  I t
is poss i b le tha t t h i s  smal l , 
sec-r e t i ve ,  and largely noctu r a t
snake has been ove c looked o n  other
keys . '::y collec tots . Keys which
suppor t exte n s i ve p i n e l and and/or
hammock vege tat ion ,  may prov ide 
suf f i c i en t  ha b i ta t  for the spec i e s . 

In l ight  of the above evi dence , 
Lamprope l t i s tr i attgulum s hould - now
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be inoluded in all faunal l ists of 
the upper Flor ida keys . 
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